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If you believe the hype, LTJ Bukem is an inspirational DJ and record label entrepreneur who

: has changed the face of drum'n’bass. Well, in fact, he really is all these things, and remains

. - humble and true to his cause. During his recent Australian club tour, Next Music spoke to
: the renaissance man for the digital age.
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vizry visual, it gave a sense of journeying forwards. It
found a place not only on the dancefloor, but gave as
much pleasure in people’s cars, lounges and Doudoirs.
Speed also introduced MC Conrad, who's been
performing with Bukem for the past six years. When
you're on the dancefloor and hearing his hip hop-
tinged vocals rolling over Bukem's selections,
coertainly is like poetry in motion. The two have formed
a strong partnership from kmowing the moods and
swings of their records s0 well,

The popular Earth and FProgression Sessions
compilations followed. Good Looking is now an
established label but the hard work continues
“Because it's non-commercial music you can't just put
it on the shelves and sell 500,000 copies. You have to
do everything and a bit more and a bit more to try and
make the music get through.”

And here's where the Internel comes in, "It totally
helps what we're doing as an independent label cos
we haven't got a million pounds in the bank to pul
into someona’s 12" to zee if it sells and then lose like,
two million and think ‘oh well, wa'll try again next
time’, The Internet is 3 good way of pramoting our
work, letting people know when events are - a whole
host of things.

“I really want Good Looking to be perceived as a
musical label and not just a drum’'n’bass label
We're not moving away from drum’n’bass cos we're
putting out more drum'n’bass now than we have
gver done. But | just want to have all the genres of
music under one roof and provide platiorms for that
The guys on my label are so diverse | wanna have a
label for each of those styles so it can develop the
way they want 1o.”

Bukem's first solo album Journey inwards is a
testament to this commitment with drum’'n’bass,
house, downtempo, techno and soul all being
represented. Producer (released through Inertia in
Australia) iz a collection of his classic drum’n'bass
tunes which stand the test of time today = the music
has the ability to relax and intrigue you at the same
time. Bukem's lips for composing sound simple
enough. “An infectious groove first of all, cos it is
about the drum and bass and if you can catch
someone with those elements and they can feel
something and wanna move, you're threg-quarters the
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way there. Good sounds, sounds that make my hair
stand on end, for me anyway. Soundscapes within the
tune that make you want o cry aimost. | get inspired
by tunes that | buy, get sent, old tunes | coflect,
samples that |'ve had from ten years ago. Anything
can spark off 2 tune idea.”

Making History

Bukem is positive about the drum’n'bass cufture but
urges his peers to fake more responsibility. 1 think
anyone with a2 name in any genre has got to do more
to being up people without a name and to educate
athers as to why we're hera, You need to know where
you've been to know where you're going. How can you
progress and produce the music if you havent got a
background of what it's all about. New music is
happening all the time, | think we got to find better
ways fo promate it. Like certain downtempo things and
deep house — it's such beautiful music and it never
gets heard.”

The integrity vs. economy dilemma rears its ugly
head. “Music in all scenes starts off being
underground that's very deep and meaningful and
soufful and then goes into a commercial field and gets
formatted and has got to be a certain way. That's easier
to sell and companies can make money from that, It's
a business, 50 they're obviously going 10 lake the sasy
option that's gonna sell the most units. Whereas | think
a lot of the best music doesn't sell any units and that's
a view shared by many people, but what can we do
about that kind of thing?”

Virtually There

S0 how does Bukem work in his dreams of the
technological future? °1 believa it's the virtual world. |
sit here with my laptop and Pve nearly got as much
here as | have downstairs in my studio, and that's what
I'd like to see happen. You think what you can get
physically you could get virtually and that would be
unbelizvable. | lave warking with the laptop — the whole
studio’s in front of you in one square screen. Now ['ll
go for this instrument or that instrument: you dom't
have to turn around, get up, doanything, it's right there
in front of you. | could sit on a plane and wark or ba in
my studio at home

“I do play piano on all my tunes, So then | can plug
into my laptop and carry on with it. It's wonderful how
yau can use technology and the live aspect of music.
Piaying live is something I'd like to do in the future. As
much as can fit on the stage - live drums. plus
computer, 70-piece orchestra ... it's progressing, 10
years ago it was a girl and a bloke prancing about on
stage sweating with a DAT machine.”

This year Bukem and crew are on a world tour and
releasing a plethoa of Good Looking albums, including
Earth 5, Progression Sessions &, Souwl Food 2, Logical
Progression 4, Big Bud and Blame. The man who
hasn't even had a two-week holiday in 10 years says
his life s sacrificed to keep on making music but he
does plan to make more time for himself and wants to
take up piano again, Behind the calm, bespectacied
face, Bukem has a lot going on. “I'm gonna die being
frustrated at the amount of ideas and tunes in my
head. | think most producers are the same way. The
music is endless, there are no limits.” | |



